SHORT BIOGRAPHY DIRECTOR/SCREENWRITER
Monja Art, born in Wiener Neustadt, Austria, in 1984. She studied German literature and philosophy at the University of Vienna and wrote her dissertation on the Austrian writer Meta Merz. She graduated from the Institute of Film and Television at the University of Music and Performing Arts Vienna with a degree in Screenwriting and Dramaturgy.

2013 Carl Mayer Script Prize (main prize) for her feature film screenplay “Seventeen”; 2010/2011 Literar Mechana Screenwriting Scholarship.  

“Seventeen” is her first feature film. She is already working on her second feature “Mia Carla”, is writing her third feature as well as a comedy movie for Austrian TV (ORF) and an episode for a new real crime TV series.
FILMOGRAPHY 
2017 Seventeen (feature, 104 min)

Screenwriter, director, co-editor 
2013 Forever Not Alone (documentary, 74 min) 

Concept, co-director with Caroline Bobek, producer, editor 

2012 July (short, 13 min)

Screenwriter, director, producer, editor 

2009 Red (short, 20 min)

Screenwriter, director, producer, editor
DIRECTOR’S STATETMENT

For many years, this story was floating around in my mind and my heart, and never let me go. 

There are links to my own youth, naturally, as I do believe that every film made with passion has to have moments the author/director feels attracted towards. These can be tiny details or the underlying theme. In the case of Seventeen, these things are numerous. It is the region where we shot the film, the school uniform which is modelled after the school uniform I was dressed in, the fact that Paula works in gastronomy in her free time, which I also did for many years, but also, of course, this strong motive of desire, which represents for me any age, but especially youth.

During my youth, I made the experience that a whole lot is possible, and that basically everybody just wants to be loved. Gender never played a special role in this aspect. Everything seemed open and possible and free. Maybe my image of my youth is glorified. But, in this case, it was glorified back then already. This is so because during all the dramas I had to suffer in my youth, and I have an inclination to suffer dramas, still have it, I was aware already back then that it is a magnificent time I am in. And, maybe contrary to others, I was looking with horror towards high school graduation. Not because I thought that I would fail, but because I knew that something would end which mattered so much to me. 

It was very obvious to me that Seventeen can only take place in rural Lower Austria, since my youth as well took place, so to speak, in Lower Austria and I was looking forward to tell a story about youth in the countryside. Where you meet all of your friends in the small village dance club at the weekend, ride the bus to school with all friends together, often from one hamlet to the other, where you spend your leisure time outdoors, on the small wooden bank at the field or the pond in the wood, and where there is no desire for the big city because everything is here – everything which is great but everything which can hurt so terribly as well.

Thus, I tried to pack into Seventeen a lot of what interests me personally and what I would like to see in a movie. I tried to tell about many different constellations of love. I am downright attracted by unfulfilled and even impossible love, and especially by desire. I like these missed opportunities, this love that almost is. I also tried to portrait very divers characters, because I wanted that everybody finds his or her role model. The film, after all, is titled Seventeen and not Paula. Hence, I was concerned to present this period encompassing, not just restricted to one perspective and one character. Youth is manifold. And so is Seventeen.

I believe that there cannot be enough films about youth. There will always be a demand in films about young people. There is always something to tell about youth. Even if it was only to reanimate youth in adults, the feelings associated with being young, and to create role models for young people.

