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a Film by Tizza Covi & Rainer Frimmel
Synopsis:

“Babooska” is an episodic film that describes the daily struggle for survival of modern nomads in Italy.

Over the period of one year it follows the young artist Babooska, who runs a travelling circus together with her family, on her odyssey through remote towns and villages: an unvarnished look behind the scenes of a microcosm on the fringe of society – beyond the usual stereotypes, without commentary, without interviews.

Both melancholic and humorous at the same time, the film describes not only the way of life of modern nomads – a way of life that is gradually dying out – but also the general human condition of being on the move, between a glorious past and an uncertain future, between doubt and the hope that life will always be like a full “modern, well-heated circus”.

Seven years after our first encounter with Babooska we began shooting
this film. It shows seemingly unimportant anecdotes from her daily life, and
at the same time attempts to cast a discerning gaze at the life of a modern          circus girl.
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How did you gain access to the closed world of the circus?

Tizza Covi: The circus people call us, the settled people, Gadji. They have their own circus jargon, and there is a very clear hierarchy within this circus environment. The circus people refer to themselves as Dritti while we, the Gadji, are considered the lowest class and often get to be the butt of their jokes. In Babooska’s family this attitude is somewhat more laid back because her mother used to live the settled life herself.

Rainer Frimmel: That’s why it took several years and many visits to the Gerardi family to build the necessary trust that allowed us to think about making a film about Babooska.

Tizza Covi: One of the reasons why I wanted to make this film was that my image of the circus had always been riddled with clichés. But when I eventually discovered the circus for myself, the world that opened up to me was completely different from what I had expected. I very much wanted to show all this from a completely different side.

In our work we have a predilection for everyday life and we find much that is extraordinary in this everyday life and its routines.

How often did you accompany the family, and where did you go with them?

Tizza Covi: We moved up North from Rome, from Lazio to Umbria, and we also went to the Marches, Tuscany and Liguria, that was the last stop. The great trust that you need in order to be able to work completely freely only came when we were living under the same harsh conditions as they were. That is, living in a caravan, at times without water, at times without electricity, and making do with very poor heating in the winter. When we did that we sort of stopped being mere Gadji.

You seem to have left out images of performances deliberately?

Rainer Frimmel: There are some brief glimpses of performances. We haven’t yet shown the complete film very often but we feel that there is a certain expectation in the audience to see as much as possible of what happens in the arena. But this is exactly what we are not interested in, especially because this life is not as colourful and spectacular as you would imagine it to be. The artists don’t really practice much, and there are so few performances that what you see in the film is, in fact, almost too much. And since so few people come to see the shows the performance is only a peripheral part of the artists’ lives – once or twice a week.

Besides, these would be images that the viewers already know and, therefore, expect to see again, and we don’t want to support that. We are not going to repeat the images that are already there in people’s heads.

Interview: Karin Schiefer (Austrian Film Commission)
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Tizza Covi (born in Bolzano, Italy, in 1971) lived in Paris and Berlin before studying to become a photographer at the Graphische Lehranstalt in Vienna. After finishing her studies she went to Rome where she worked as a free-lance photographer. She has won several scholarships for her photographic work.

Rainer Frimmel (born in Vienna, Austria, in 1971) also graduated as a photographer from the Graphische Lehranstalt in Vienna. He has received scholarships in Rome, Paris and New York for his photographic work.

In 2000 he edited and published the private video recordings of a Viennese hospital worker (Aufzeichnungen aus dem Tiefparterre / Notes from the Basement) which were shown at numerous international festivals (e.g. IDFA Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Nyon, Duisburg, Cork).

In 2002 Tizza Covi and Rainer Frimmel founded their film production company Vento Film to be able to produce their films independently.

Their first cinema documentary Das ist alles (That’s All) (2001, 35mm, 105min), which premiered at the Viennale and was shown at many international film festivals as well as on the TV channel 3sat, was awarded the Prix regards neufs at the renowned festival of documentary film in Nyon.

Babooska is their second film together.
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