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CANNES

“The Village Next to Paradise’
Review: A Promising Debut
Wonders How We Can Find
Meaning in a World of Brutality

Cannes: Somali-Austrian director Mo Harawe’s debut feature takes a nuanced, if brutal,
approach to illustrating the way that war can interfere with the traditional milestones of
life and death.
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"The Village Next to Paradise’ Cannes

The Western lens can portray Africa, and Africans, as a monolith and not see
past images of safaris and news reports of famine, terrorism and unending
conflict. “The Village Next to Paradise” opens with that lens being
subverted, commencing with a news report from the UK’s Channel 4 for a
steely faces news anchor reports on a drone attack from the US that has
killed a Somali terrorist with ties to Al-Qaeda. The footage of the attack is
shown from above with his vehicle hit by two missiles in quick succession
and a digital recreation shows how this advanced American military
technology is able to take out its enemies without stepping foot in their
countries. But then the perspective shifts, the bright sunshine floods the
screen as the man is surrounded by strangers who have each donated a little
money to have his grave dug and the Muslim funeral rights are observed.
Who this man was, or whether he was truly who the media reported, is really
never clarified. Still, the film establishes that this is not a story about Africa
but an intimate look at the lives of a Somalian makeshift family, who, despite
their struggles, view each other as fully human and each deserving of the

dignity of a proper burial.

Related Stories

‘Black Dog' Review: The
2008 Olympics Cast
Shadows Over a Lost...

The debut film from Somali-Austrian director Mo Harawe’s plays in Cannes
Un Certain Regard selection and largely takes place in an isolated village
whose white sandy beaches stretch out next to the picturesque turquoise of
the Indian Ocean. While life can be challenging, and money is scarce,
Harawe’s world is beautiful, filled with open planes under pale blue skies
and moments of tender kindness between grave-digger and single father
Mamargade and his precocious young son Cigaal, who is willing to do
anything for to help him build a life better than his own. When they move to
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a new home to facilitate Cigaal getting a better education, they are joined by
a young divorcee, Araweelo, who, by the midway point, is revealed to be just

as significant a protagonist of the piece.

As Maramargade digs his graves, the film slows to give space to the
existential questions around the futility of existence. A woman sits next to
Marmargade, wrapped in dusty brown fabrics as she stares at her own
daughter’s grave and, after a long pause simply offers, “It doesn’t make sense
to have children. There’s no future.” But the film, whilst giving space to the
pain and despair of the region, sees more potential and hope in the lives of
these people. There’s a culture and human history to be preserved, and in
Cigaal a tangible future that Mamargade and Araweelo must keep striving to
guarantee. Just as Mamargade gazes adoringly at his son through the school
gates, the film looks upon him and Araweelo with equal tenderness, with
exquisite composition and colour in the shots and framing them with the
care of precious works of art. And there’s a culturally specific magic in those
images when the characters chew khat, and the world around them lightly
edges into the surreal. The film could do with more such flights of fancy, as
Harawe’s visual language is so rich and singular. The film’s conclusion is
also somewhat jarringly cruel; even though we have commenced with drone
warfare and spent so long mourning by gravesites, there’s a bleakness to its

final act that feels a little cheap in its brutality.

But even if the film chooses the same level of brutality for its characters as
the American drones in its opening credits do for a truck driving down the
Somalian coast. It at least never does so from a distance, immersing us and

giving weight to the tragedy and loss that each one feels.

Whether or not to have children and invest your life in their future is a
profoundly human question that resonates across the globe. Even without
the conflicts that have engulfed Somalia for the past decades it is not always
easy to imagine that it is wise to bring a new generation into a world with all
its horrors and a potential climate apocalypse on the horizon. But if there is
a bright future to hope for to distract ourselves from staring off into that
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abyss, it is that Harawe’s debut has shown some extremely exciting potential
for both him and the myriad stories and talents that lie within Somalia’s

borders.

Grade: B

“The Village Next to Paradise” premiered at the 2024 Cannes Film Festival.
It is currently seeking U.S. distribution.

READ MORE:
CANNES | FILM | REVIEWS | THE VILLAGE NEXT TO PARADISE

SUBSCRIBE
MORE FROM INDIEWIRE

CANNES ‘Mongrel'  CANNES
‘Ernest Cole: Lost and ‘Mongrel’ Review:
Found’ Review: LaKeit... Impressive Taiwan-Set...
CANNES CLAWS OUT
‘The Apprentice’ Review: ‘The Garfield Movie'
Jeremy Strong and... Review: It's Time to Go...
CANNES CANNES

'Horizon: An American
Saga - Chapter 1'...

'‘Santosh’' Review: This
No-Frills Police Drama...

4 von 8 21.05.24, 14:11


https://www.indiewire.com/t/cannes/
https://www.indiewire.com/t/cannes/
https://www.indiewire.com/t/film/
https://www.indiewire.com/t/film/
https://www.indiewire.com/t/reviews/
https://www.indiewire.com/t/reviews/
https://www.indiewire.com/t/the-village-next-to-paradise/
https://www.indiewire.com/t/the-village-next-to-paradise/
https://cloud.email.indiewire.com/signup/
https://cloud.email.indiewire.com/signup/
https://cloud.email.indiewire.com/signup/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/ernest-cole-lost-and-found-review-1235006832/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/ernest-cole-lost-and-found-review-1235006832/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/ernest-cole-lost-and-found-review-1235006832/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/ernest-cole-lost-and-found-review-1235006832/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/ernest-cole-lost-and-found-review-1235006832/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/ernest-cole-lost-and-found-review-1235006832/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/ernest-cole-lost-and-found-review-1235006832/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/ernest-cole-lost-and-found-review-1235006832/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/ernest-cole-lost-and-found-review-1235006832/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/ernest-cole-lost-and-found-review-1235006832/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/ernest-cole-lost-and-found-review-1235006832/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/mongrel-review-1235006740/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/mongrel-review-1235006740/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/mongrel-review-1235006740/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/mongrel-review-1235006740/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/mongrel-review-1235006740/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/mongrel-review-1235006740/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/mongrel-review-1235006740/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/mongrel-review-1235006740/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/mongrel-review-1235006740/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/mongrel-review-1235006740/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-apprentice-movie-review-donald-trump-sebastian-stan-jeremy-strong-1235006848/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-apprentice-movie-review-donald-trump-sebastian-stan-jeremy-strong-1235006848/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-apprentice-movie-review-donald-trump-sebastian-stan-jeremy-strong-1235006848/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-apprentice-movie-review-donald-trump-sebastian-stan-jeremy-strong-1235006848/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-apprentice-movie-review-donald-trump-sebastian-stan-jeremy-strong-1235006848/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-apprentice-movie-review-donald-trump-sebastian-stan-jeremy-strong-1235006848/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-apprentice-movie-review-donald-trump-sebastian-stan-jeremy-strong-1235006848/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-apprentice-movie-review-donald-trump-sebastian-stan-jeremy-strong-1235006848/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-apprentice-movie-review-donald-trump-sebastian-stan-jeremy-strong-1235006848/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-apprentice-movie-review-donald-trump-sebastian-stan-jeremy-strong-1235006848/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-apprentice-movie-review-donald-trump-sebastian-stan-jeremy-strong-1235006848/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-apprentice-movie-review-donald-trump-sebastian-stan-jeremy-strong-1235006848/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-garfield-movie-2024-review-1235004735/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-garfield-movie-2024-review-1235004735/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-garfield-movie-2024-review-1235004735/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-garfield-movie-2024-review-1235004735/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-garfield-movie-2024-review-1235004735/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-garfield-movie-2024-review-1235004735/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-garfield-movie-2024-review-1235004735/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-garfield-movie-2024-review-1235004735/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-garfield-movie-2024-review-1235004735/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-garfield-movie-2024-review-1235004735/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/santosh-review-sandhya-suri-1235006687/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/santosh-review-sandhya-suri-1235006687/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/santosh-review-sandhya-suri-1235006687/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/santosh-review-sandhya-suri-1235006687/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/santosh-review-sandhya-suri-1235006687/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/santosh-review-sandhya-suri-1235006687/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/santosh-review-sandhya-suri-1235006687/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/santosh-review-sandhya-suri-1235006687/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/santosh-review-sandhya-suri-1235006687/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/horizon-an-american-saga-chapter-1-review-kevin-costner-1235006843/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/horizon-an-american-saga-chapter-1-review-kevin-costner-1235006843/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/horizon-an-american-saga-chapter-1-review-kevin-costner-1235006843/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/horizon-an-american-saga-chapter-1-review-kevin-costner-1235006843/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/horizon-an-american-saga-chapter-1-review-kevin-costner-1235006843/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/horizon-an-american-saga-chapter-1-review-kevin-costner-1235006843/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/horizon-an-american-saga-chapter-1-review-kevin-costner-1235006843/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/horizon-an-american-saga-chapter-1-review-kevin-costner-1235006843/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/horizon-an-american-saga-chapter-1-review-kevin-costner-1235006843/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/horizon-an-american-saga-chapter-1-review-kevin-costner-1235006843/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/ernest-cole-lost-and-found-review-1235006832/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/ernest-cole-lost-and-found-review-1235006832/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/mongrel-review-1235006740/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/mongrel-review-1235006740/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/mongrel-review-1235006740/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/mongrel-review-1235006740/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-apprentice-movie-review-donald-trump-sebastian-stan-jeremy-strong-1235006848/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-apprentice-movie-review-donald-trump-sebastian-stan-jeremy-strong-1235006848/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-garfield-movie-2024-review-1235004735/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-garfield-movie-2024-review-1235004735/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/santosh-review-sandhya-suri-1235006687/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/santosh-review-sandhya-suri-1235006687/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/horizon-an-american-saga-chapter-1-review-kevin-costner-1235006843/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/horizon-an-american-saga-chapter-1-review-kevin-costner-1235006843/

'The Village Next to Paradise' Review: Somali Drama Hits Cannes https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-village-next-to-paradis...

Indie\/Vire

Dail

dal Y Enter your emall address SUBSCRIBE
[ )

I I eadllnes By providing your information, you agree to our Terms of Use and our Privacy Policy. We use

. . vendors that may also process your information to help provide our services. This site is protected by
Dally Headlines reCAPTCHA Enterprise and the Google Privacy Policy and Terms of Service apply.

covering Film, TV and
more.

Must Read

CRITICISM
The 25 Best Movies of 2023

FEATURES
The Best TV Shows of 2023

FEATURES
The 15 Best First Features of 2023

More From IndieWire

5von 8 21.05.24, 14:11


https://pmc.com/terms-of-use
https://pmc.com/terms-of-use
https://pmc.com/privacy-policy
https://pmc.com/privacy-policy
https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://policies.google.com/terms
https://policies.google.com/terms
https://www.indiewire.com/gallery/best-movies-2023/
https://www.indiewire.com/gallery/best-movies-2023/
https://www.indiewire.com/c/criticism/
https://www.indiewire.com/c/criticism/
https://www.indiewire.com/gallery/best-movies-2023/
https://www.indiewire.com/gallery/best-movies-2023/
https://www.indiewire.com/gallery/best-tv-shows-2023-ranked/
https://www.indiewire.com/gallery/best-tv-shows-2023-ranked/
https://www.indiewire.com/c/features/
https://www.indiewire.com/c/features/
https://www.indiewire.com/gallery/best-tv-shows-2023-ranked/
https://www.indiewire.com/gallery/best-tv-shows-2023-ranked/
https://www.indiewire.com/gallery/best-movies-2023/
https://www.indiewire.com/gallery/best-movies-2023/
https://www.indiewire.com/gallery/best-tv-shows-2023-ranked/
https://www.indiewire.com/gallery/best-tv-shows-2023-ranked/
https://www.indiewire.com/gallery/best-first-films-2023/
https://www.indiewire.com/gallery/best-first-films-2023/
https://www.indiewire.com/c/features/
https://www.indiewire.com/c/features/
https://www.indiewire.com/gallery/best-first-films-2023/
https://www.indiewire.com/gallery/best-first-films-2023/
https://www.indiewire.com/gallery/best-first-films-2023/
https://www.indiewire.com/gallery/best-first-films-2023/

'The Village Next to Paradise' Review: Somali Drama Hits Cannes https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-village-next-to-paradis...

CANNES

‘Megalopolis’ Review: Francis Ford Coppola’s Wild and Delirious
Fever Dream Inspires New Hope for the Future of Movies

NEWS

Jon Hamm Makes Surprise ‘SNL’ Cameo to Emphasize the
Importance of Protecting Our Character Actors

— 1

MOST POPULAR

MRIETY

1. 'Young Sheldon' Series Finale Breakdown: Why Jim Parsons and Mayim Bialik Became a
Bigger Part of the Ending, Reba's Return and When the Spinoff Will Pick Up

Holljiwaod

Bill Maher Says He Doesn't Understand Harrison Butker's Graduation Speech Criticism

sheknows

3. Heather Rae El Moussa Says Having a Baby Made Her Marriage to Tarek 'Even Harder' in
Candid New Interview

viBe
DJ Akademiks Says He'll Take Entire Industry Down If Convicted In Rape Lawsuit

YOU MAY ALSO LIKE

6 von 8 21.05.24, 14:11


https://variety.com/2024/tv/news/young-sheldon-series-finale-reba-george-funeral-1236003059/
https://variety.com/2024/tv/news/young-sheldon-series-finale-reba-george-funeral-1236003059/
https://variety.com/2024/tv/news/young-sheldon-series-finale-reba-george-funeral-1236003059/
https://variety.com/2024/tv/news/young-sheldon-series-finale-reba-george-funeral-1236003059/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/tv/tv-news/bill-maher-doesnt-understand-harrison-butker-speech-criticism-1235903141/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/tv/tv-news/bill-maher-doesnt-understand-harrison-butker-speech-criticism-1235903141/
https://www.sheknows.com/parenting/articles/3026861/heather-rae-el-moussa-baby-marriage-hard/
https://www.sheknows.com/parenting/articles/3026861/heather-rae-el-moussa-baby-marriage-hard/
https://www.sheknows.com/parenting/articles/3026861/heather-rae-el-moussa-baby-marriage-hard/
https://www.sheknows.com/parenting/articles/3026861/heather-rae-el-moussa-baby-marriage-hard/
https://www.vibe.com/news/entertainment/dj-akademiks-addresses-rape-lawsuit-response-1234878654/
https://www.vibe.com/news/entertainment/dj-akademiks-addresses-rape-lawsuit-response-1234878654/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/megalopolis-review-francis-ford-coppola-1235005694/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/megalopolis-review-francis-ford-coppola-1235005694/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/megalopolis-review-francis-ford-coppola-1235005694/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/megalopolis-review-francis-ford-coppola-1235005694/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/megalopolis-review-francis-ford-coppola-1235005694/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/megalopolis-review-francis-ford-coppola-1235005694/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/megalopolis-review-francis-ford-coppola-1235005694/
https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/megalopolis-review-francis-ford-coppola-1235005694/
https://www.indiewire.com/news/general-news/jon-hamm-snl-cameo-character-actors-sketch-1235006760/
https://www.indiewire.com/news/general-news/jon-hamm-snl-cameo-character-actors-sketch-1235006760/
https://www.indiewire.com/c/news/
https://www.indiewire.com/c/news/
https://www.indiewire.com/news/general-news/jon-hamm-snl-cameo-character-actors-sketch-1235006760/
https://www.indiewire.com/news/general-news/jon-hamm-snl-cameo-character-actors-sketch-1235006760/
https://www.indiewire.com/news/general-news/jon-hamm-snl-cameo-character-actors-sketch-1235006760/
https://www.indiewire.com/news/general-news/jon-hamm-snl-cameo-character-actors-sketch-1235006760/
https://www.indiewire.com/news/general-news/jon-hamm-snl-cameo-character-actors-sketch-1235006760/
https://www.indiewire.com/news/general-news/jon-hamm-snl-cameo-character-actors-sketch-1235006760/

'The Village Next to Paradise' Review: Somali Drama Hits Cannes https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-village-next-to-paradis...

MRIETY RoltingStone DEADLINE

David Cronenberg on the ‘Emphasis on Cult": Jon Studiocanal Takes UK &
‘Promise and Threat' of Alin  Stewart Breaks Down Why Ireland For Ali Abbasi's
Filmmaking: ‘Do We Welco...  Trump is the 'Real Cancel... Cannes Title 'The Apprentice'

7 von 8 21.05.24, 14:11


https://variety.com/2024/film/festivals/david-cronenberg-ai-filmmaking-promise-threat-the-shrouds-1236011528/
https://variety.com/2024/film/festivals/david-cronenberg-ai-filmmaking-promise-threat-the-shrouds-1236011528/
https://variety.com/2024/film/festivals/david-cronenberg-ai-filmmaking-promise-threat-the-shrouds-1236011528/
https://variety.com/2024/film/festivals/david-cronenberg-ai-filmmaking-promise-threat-the-shrouds-1236011528/
https://variety.com/2024/film/festivals/david-cronenberg-ai-filmmaking-promise-threat-the-shrouds-1236011528/
https://variety.com/2024/film/festivals/david-cronenberg-ai-filmmaking-promise-threat-the-shrouds-1236011528/
https://variety.com/2024/film/festivals/david-cronenberg-ai-filmmaking-promise-threat-the-shrouds-1236011528/
https://variety.com/2024/film/festivals/david-cronenberg-ai-filmmaking-promise-threat-the-shrouds-1236011528/
https://www.rollingstone.com/tv-movies/tv-movie-news/jon-stewart-daily-show-trump-cancel-culture-1235024691/
https://www.rollingstone.com/tv-movies/tv-movie-news/jon-stewart-daily-show-trump-cancel-culture-1235024691/
https://www.rollingstone.com/tv-movies/tv-movie-news/jon-stewart-daily-show-trump-cancel-culture-1235024691/
https://www.rollingstone.com/tv-movies/tv-movie-news/jon-stewart-daily-show-trump-cancel-culture-1235024691/
https://www.rollingstone.com/tv-movies/tv-movie-news/jon-stewart-daily-show-trump-cancel-culture-1235024691/
https://www.rollingstone.com/tv-movies/tv-movie-news/jon-stewart-daily-show-trump-cancel-culture-1235024691/
https://www.rollingstone.com/tv-movies/tv-movie-news/jon-stewart-daily-show-trump-cancel-culture-1235024691/
https://www.rollingstone.com/tv-movies/tv-movie-news/jon-stewart-daily-show-trump-cancel-culture-1235024691/
https://deadline.com/2024/05/studiocanal-uk-ireland-the-apprentice-cannes-1235918582/
https://deadline.com/2024/05/studiocanal-uk-ireland-the-apprentice-cannes-1235918582/
https://deadline.com/2024/05/studiocanal-uk-ireland-the-apprentice-cannes-1235918582/
https://deadline.com/2024/05/studiocanal-uk-ireland-the-apprentice-cannes-1235918582/
https://deadline.com/2024/05/studiocanal-uk-ireland-the-apprentice-cannes-1235918582/
https://deadline.com/2024/05/studiocanal-uk-ireland-the-apprentice-cannes-1235918582/

'The Village Next to Paradise' Review: Somali Drama Hits Cannes https://www.indiewire.com/criticism/movies/the-village-next-to-paradis...
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